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The remarks and particularly the citation of the appropriate PCT Rule by able 
counsel with regard to restriction practice of PCT originated application has been 
convincing. The Office therefore rescinds its Restriction and now examines each of 
claims 1-21 on their merits. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Applicants provide no proper interrelationship among 
the ... a die in 2 parts, which define, in the interior a stamp ...means of relative 

movement of the 2 parts of the die at least one punch for making the indentation... 

i. ...means for movement said punch n claim 15. That is Applicants do not adequately 
claim or recite an apparatus that functions to crimp for example an electrical contact 
There is a lack interrelationship among or between the claimed structural parts. 
Applicants fail to recite, for example, how the recited 2 parts of the die are interrelated, 
how such punch is operatively associated with said means for relative movement .... 
Moreover it is far from clear or certain how or what from said claim 1 is defined or 
brought into in claim 15.As applied to claims 20 and 21 Applicants provide no 
interrelationship or functional relationship between the recited joint drive motor, 
transmission units cams and the like (claim 20) or . . .distinct drive motors . . . (claim 21 ) 
so that a complete or functional tool is provided. Therefore these claims are further held 
to be unclear, vague and indefinite. The metes and bounds of claim 1 5 are further 
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made unclear because it is unclear, vague and indefinite what structure in claim 1 is 
incorporated into claim 1 5. Moreover it is far from clear or certain what applicants 
intend when they recite "characterized... in substantially each of the claims. This 
language may be clear to people in other lands' Patent Offices but the this Examiner's 
position is that the language only add confusion and lack of clarity to the claimed 
invention. Moreover claims 5-14 are recited as "use" claims. It is held by reciting that 
this terminology further renders these claims unclear, vague and indefinite. What are 
Applicants intending to include by reciting these claims which clearly depend directly (or 
indirectly) on "method of crimping" claims. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 , assuming that the claims are clear and definite, are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bergan (Pat No. 2,724,098); hereinafter 
Bergan. 

Bergan teaches electric connectors. An outer sleeve or barrel (10) comprises 2 stock 
parts. Bergan teaches using a die (b) lowering an upper jaw (b) (Cf Col. 5) to 
electrically connect a multiply stranded cable onto the closed-section barrel . Punch d 
located opposite hole 18 deforms portion 1 1 . By means of a crimping machine or tool a 
connector with end p is deformed in the singe layered portion of the sleeve opposite to 
the bottom lock to form indent 27. Inasmuch as Bergan does not explicitly teach a 
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punching operation (but does teach compression-necking a barrel (10) by means of a 
die and also teaches indentations that are formed on the barrel it would have been 
obvious for a PHOSITA given the Bergan teaching and also the ordinary skill in this art 
to punch the indent (27) into the barrel subsequent to the compression-necking (or 
squeezing or forming) after the die-stamping step. It is held to be within the ordinary skill 
of an PHOSITA to punch the barrel subsequent to the compression necking step given 
Bergan's teaching. Moreover as applied to clams 2, 5-13, 16 and 17 are held to have 
been mere design choices inasmuch as there is no specific problem that is solved 
therewith nor is there any particular purpose therefore. As applied to claims 3 wherein 
applicants use a punch means while the die is kept closed it is held that a PHOSITA 
having ordinary skill in this art and having the Bergan teaching would be able to design 
and use a toll wherein a punch would perform a punching operation while the die is 
being kept closed. As applied to claim 4 it is seen at least from figure 10 and 1 1 that 
indent 27 is present. It would have been obvious at least to try or carry out by means of 
a single punch a punching operation for pairs of adjacent indentations. As applied to 
claim 14 Bergan does teach that the wire is multiply stranded. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. J. Arbes whose telephone number is 571-272-4563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, R and F from 8 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, P. Vo, can be reached on (571) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/C. J. Arbes/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3729 



